
Gray Fox
Urocyon cinereoargenteus
Description
Fur is a coarse salt and pepper grey color. Gray foxes
also have long, bushy, black-tipped tails that are nearly
half the length of their body, and may have white on
their ears, chests, undersides, and back legs. They can
be distinguished from red foxes by the black 'racing
stripe' that runs down their tails, and their relatively more
cat-like faces.

Size (on average)
Head and body: 20-35 inches and a 12-15 inch long tail
Height: 14 inches tall at the shoulder
Weight: 8-15 lbs

Habitat Preference
Lots of brush or in the woods. At Cedar Creek, they are
most commonly seen in our oak woodlands and
savannas.

Diet
Primarily carnivorous with a focus on small mammals,
rabbits, insects and newborn fawns. However, they can
also be opportunistically omnivorous and eat fruit, nuts
and grass.

Common behaviors and things to look
for in camera images
Black stripe going down the bushy tail, small cat-like
face with delicate features

Phenology
Mating season is in February and March. Females give
birth to 3-7 pups in April or May. Pups are able to hunt
on their own when they’re four months old. They will

leave their parents in
the fall of the year
they were born.

Home Range
Size
1-2 square miles,
with some overlap
in the territories of

mated pairs. There are usually several pairs in 
residence at the reserve each year.

Status at Cedar Creek
Uncommon. Due to their shy and solitary nature, they 
are rarely seen at the reserve and are only occasionally 
caught on cameras. They are much less common than 
red foxes.

Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve is a University of
Minnesota biological field station. Photos are from the Cedar
Creek field cameras.

FUN FACTS
▪ Gray foxes are the only canid that can

climb trees.

▪ Unlike other canids, gray foxes have semi-
retractable claws. This helps them to keep
their claws sharp: an excellent adaptation
for tree climbing!

▪ They are primarily nocturnal, but will
sometimes hunt during the day. Usually
though, they spend their days sleeping in
hollow logs or underground burrows.

▪ Gray foxes are usually solitary and only
socialize with other foxes during mating
season.

References: Eyes on the Wild Field Guide
https://animaldiversity.org/accounts/Urocyon_cinereoargenteus/
http://www.wildlifesciencecenter.org/gray-fox/
https://www.nrri.umn.edu/carnivores-minnesota/species/gray-fox

Track illustration by Julie Martinez. Reprinted with
permission from Animal Tracks: Midwest Edition
by Jonathan Poppele. Adventure Publications,
Cambridge, MN.
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