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BOTANY

Records of the Higher Fungi of Minnesota

MARGARET G. WEAVER* and ROBERT L. SHAFFER* *

ABSTRACT — This paper, presenting an annotated list of 203 species of Ascomycetes and
Basidiomycetes of Minnesota, is the first published report of the occurrence of many of the
species in the state. The collections on which the list is based were made in five Minnesota
counties and are deposited in the senior author’s herbarium at Faribault, Minnesota, and in the
University of Michigan Herbarium at Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Several years of collecting and studying the mush-
rooms and other fungi of Minnesota have revealed a
rich fungous flora in the state. The flora is little known,
however, and the paucity of published records of the
state’s higher fungi has prompted this report.

Publications of the Minnesota Academy of Science
contain only two mycological papers of a taxonomic or
floristic nature. One is an account of the two Minnesota
species of Aleurodiscus (Stork, 1943); the other men-
tions approximately 50 species of higher fungi from the
vicinity of Winona (Sister M. Sylvia, 1938).

The collections reported in this paper were made in
the following localities:

(1) Itasca State Park (abbreviated ISP in the an-
notated list), Clearwater County. The forests contain
white, red, and jack pine, balsam fir, spruce, white
cedar, and various hardwoods.
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(2) Between Pelican Lake and Lake Markee (PL),
north of Brainerd, Crow Wing County. Three habitats
represented in this locality are open, sandy areas;
marshes bordering the lakes; and sandy, upland woods
with white, red, and jack pine, burr oak, northern red
oak, basswood, white birch, and aspen.

(3) St. Croix State Park (SCSP), Pine County.
The open woods have chiefly jack pine, aspen, and
birch.

(4) East Bethel Village (EBV), Anoka County.
Two habitats sampled here are a marsh and an adja-
cent, sandy, upland woods with red oak predominat-
ing.

(5) Faribault (F), Rice County. Lawns with plant-
ings of various woody species are the type of habitat
in which collections were made.

(6) In and near Nerstrand Woods State Park
(NWSP), Rice County. The upland woods areas have
calcareous soils; and the trees are predominantly sugar
maple, basswood, red oak, and white and red elms.

Collections made in these few areas during a period
of only seven years (1961-1967) are not considered to
include the complete higher fungous flora of Minnesota
and additions to the list are planned following further
research.
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